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St. Thomas the Apostle of India (Part 2)

Local Tradition:
Apostle Thomas landed in Cranganoor (Kodungallur, Muziris) and took part in the
wedding of CheramanPerumal and proceeded to the courts of Gondophorus in North
India. The most favored trade from Yemeni boarder to India was to Kerala. From
A.D. 45 onwards, the merchant route from Kerala went directly to Yemeni Ports and
then proceeded to Palestine.

In almost complete support to the book there is a time honored tradition in Malabar
which is handed down to us from generation to generation in the form of the songs of
the Nazranis as Margom Kali. The other tradition comes from Veeradianpattu which
is performed by a Hindu Caste on Christian festivals and is their heritage. Another
written document is the Thomma Parvam written by Thomas Ramban in 1601 for
use in the Niranam church. This Thomas Ramban is a descendant of one of the first
Brahmin convert to Christianity christened as Ramban Thomas during St. Thomas’
visit. The story is handed down through generations until it was written down in
1601.

Missionary Activities:

According to ThommaParvom the visit of St. Thomas in Kerala lasted only eight
days in the first instant. During this period the main converts were Jews who were
settled in Malabar. (There was a large Jewish community in Cochin at that time) .
During his second visit over three thousand became Christians. The first convert was
a Brahmin from Maliyakal who became Thomas Maliyakal the Ramban. Among
them were 75 Brahmin families along with Jews, Kshatriyas, Nairs and Chettiars.
One Jewish prince by name Kepha (Peter) was later ordained as bishop when St.
Thomas left for the rest of Kerala and India. The seven original churches established
by St. Thomas were located at Malayankara (Malayattur), Palayur (near Chavak-
kad), Koovakayal (near North Paravur), Kokkamangalam (South Pallipuram), Kol-
lam, Niranam and Nilackel (Chayal). Each local parish was self-administered by a
group of presbyters and presided over by the elder priest or Episcopa (Bishop). It
is also a tradition that he frequently visited Malayattoor hills for prayer. Later, he
moved on to the east coast of India and later traveled all through the land of India
and China.

After leaving Taxila St. Thomas evangelized various parts of India. He finally ar-
rived in Madras, where he was killed by a tribal chief. His tomb can still be seen in
Mylapore.

Malankara Syrian Christians:

Malankara Syrian Christians traces their heritage from the Apostle Thomas. Today
they belong to various denominations due to the splits occurred in the church owing
to foreign influences and other reasons over the centuries.
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The Shngs of Thomas:

The Songs of Thomas is handed down through generations and written down in
1601. By tradition these songs were written by Thomas Ramban the first Brahmin
convert to Christianity.

The song tells that Prince Peter or Kepha of Muziris who was one of the Apostle’s
first converts visited St. Thomas in the Pandya Kingdom (Tamil Nadu) and request-
ed him to return to Malabar. The request was granted and the Apostle accompanied
Prince Kepha to Kerala, where headed by the other members of the Cranganore roy-
al family three thousand non-Christians received the faith and were baptized in the
course of eighteen months. Among these converts there were forty members of the
Jewish community including Rabbi Paul of the Cranganore Synagogue where the
Apostle used to visit every Saturday to read and explain the Old Testament for the
Jewish congregation. Though Rabbi Paul received baptism and became a Christian,
a good number of the Cranganore Jewish community continued to stick fast to Juda-
ism which is their ancestral religion and gave the Christians the name “Nazaranis “,
meaning followers of the man from Nazareth i.e.; Jesus Christ.

Kodungallor Evangelization:

Besides Jews, Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Nairs, and Chettiars were among the earliest
converts to Christianity. The first Brahmin convert was a young member of a Ni-
ranam Brahmin family (Maliakal) that had settled down in Cranganore engaged in
some business. His father, who did not like the young man’s conversion, decided to
cast him away from the family. The Apostle asked him to live with him. The young
man, who had received the Apostle’s name in baptism agreed to live with him and
came to be known as Thomas Maliyakal. Subsequently he was raised to priest hood,
and after sometime was given the title of Ramban. A Jewish Synagogue as well as
a Hindu temple at Cranganore were transformed into Christian churches. Accompa-
nied by Prince Kepha, who was consecrated Bishop of Cranganore and Malabar, St.
Thomas left Cranganore to preach the Gospel elsewhere.

Kollam Evangelization:

Quilon (Kollam) was the next scene of the labors of the Apostle. The majority of
the people of Quilon belonged to the Chettiar caste, a well recognized trading caste
of the time. A good number of them accepted the Gospel attracted by the preach-
ing of the Apostle and the miracles performed by him. Many inhabitants of Quilon
hated the new religion and migrated from Quilon to Vanjinad to keep themselves
away from the influence of the new religion; after erecting a cross for the worship of
the converts who numbered about one thousand and four hundred, the Apostle left
Quilon.

(Will continue in the next issue)

NB : @ictures of ‘Gondephores Coins’ are displayed in backcover.
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CROSSWORD (The Twenty Third Psalm)

DOWN 3 n 3
6 The Lord is my
8 1will__ no evil
10 Through the valley of 5 7
___ ofdeath
13You __ my head with oil
14 Your rod and your staff,
they  me
ACROSS
1 Surely __ and mercy

will follow me
2 | will dwell in the house
of the Lord
3 He makes me lie
down in green
4 My overflows
5 He guides me
in the paths of
7 A table before me in the
presence of my
9 He leads me besides
quiet
11 | shall not be in
12 He restores my

=Y
N

10 11 12

13

14

Answers to Crossword (JULY)

Dear Sunday School Students,

Kindly send in your crossword answers to
marian@stmarybahrain.com

Names of those with the correct answers will be published
in the upcoming Marian issues.

Correct Answers to Crossword (July) mailed by

ACROSS DOWN

1 MATTHEW 2 EPHESIANS

5 PETER 3 PHILIPPIANS

9 MARK 4 COLOSSIANS
10 JAMES 6 ROMANS

8 REVELATION

14 JOHN
15 JUDE 11ACTS
16 JOHN 13 LUKE

Annitta Susan Kurien, Tania Susan Shayji,
Delvin Daniel Saju, Essy Shiju,
12 THESSALONIANS 7 CORINTHIANS = 4 ) 4oy Baby Alex, Justina Mariam,

Mervin Abey, Crony Thomas Mathew

St.Mary's Indian Orthodox Cathedral @

Marian - August - 2011



Announcements
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261130W0I| @] ESHIAN M6’ f

Prayer Meetings}
Date Time Area Venue
05/ 08/ 2011 6:00pm Charch South Robby Punnen
Flat# 415, Bldg # 419
Block 311, Sh. Mohammed Bidg
Tel. : 39856186
05/ 08/ 2011 7:30pm Church North Saji T Samuvel
Flat# 12, Bldg # 333
(Above Famous Photocopy)
Lulu Road, Tel. : 39956534
19/ 08/ 2011 4:30pm Suggaya / Zinj Babu Mathai
Flat# 1,Bldg : 1244, Road 2833,
Tel. : 39898675
19/ 08/ 2011 6:00pm Adilya Shaji K George
Um Al Hassam Flat: 26, Bldg : 644, Road : 3517
(Near Asian School)
Tel : 13625694
19/ 08/ 2011 7:30pm Muharraq Varghese M. E
Flat# 21 , Bldg: 704 Road 1513,
Block 215
Tel. : 39926599
23/ 08/ 2011 7:30pm Riffa Sitra Jose Varghese
Flat# 12, Bldg # 401, Road -117
Block 901 East Riffa
Tel. : 33499929, 39858481
To be Announced Salmaniya Santhosh Daniel

Flat# 1, Bidg-313
Road: 2905, Block: 329
Tel. : 36344620

St. Mary's Indian Orthodox Cathedral
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(Coins of King Gondophares)

(Coins of King Gondophares)

(Coin of Gondophares in the
British Museum)

(Profile of King Gondophares
wearing a Headband, earrings,
a necklace, and a Cross-over jacket
with round decorations)




