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The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church

Mar Geevarghese Coorilos
Mctropo[itan Diocese of Bombag

ADDOX 3

TEL.:+91 22 2780 1427
MOB: +91 9820333379
EMAIL:bombayar Q) il.com

BOMBAY ORTHODOX CHURCH CENTRE
DR. MAR THEOPHILUS MARG,

SECTOR 10-A VASHI

NAVI MUMBALI 400 703, INDIA

It is with great joy and gratitude to God that we extend our warmest greetings to
the Vicar, Asst. Vicar, office-bearers, members, and faithful of St. Mary's Indian
Orthodox Cathedral, Kingdom of Bahrain, on the occasion of the 68th Cathedral
Feast and Annual Convention, being held from 2nd to 10th October 2026. We
also rejoice in the gracious presence and blessings of His Holiness Moran Mar
Baselios Marthoma Mathews III, Catholicos of the East and the Malankara
Metropolitan, who will grace the festive celebrations.

The long journey of St. Mary's Indian Orthodox Cathedral is a testimony to God's
unfailing grace and to the steadfast faith, commitment, prayers, and sacrifices of
generations of faithful. Through the years, the Cathedral has remained a spiritual
place of worship, fellowship, service, and formation-witnessing to the enduring
presence of the Church in a changing world. It has also expressed its Christian
calling through social responsibility, charitable initiatives, and compassionate
service to the needy and wider community.

Every Feast is more than an annual celebration. It is an opportunity to remember
God's faithfulness, renew our commitment to Christ, and rededicate ourselves to
the journey of holiness. The Annual Convention, likewise, provides an opportu-
nity to reflect upon our Christian calling and to strengthen our faith so that it may
be lived meaningfully in our families, workplaces, communities, and society.
As the Cathedral looks towards the future, may the rich legacy entrusted to the
present generation be preserved and strengthened. The generations who built and
sustained this spiritual community have left behind a precious heritage of faith
and sacrifice. It is now our responsibility to carry this heritage forward and to
become worthy examples for the generations that follow.

In particular, may the children and young people of the Cathedral discover the
lives of their elders a living witness to the Christian faith, prayer, perseverance,
and service. May they not merely inherit the traditions of the Church but person-
ally encounter Christ and become faithful witnesses of the Gospel in their own
generation.

May the Cathedral continue to be a beacon of faith, holiness, unity, and service,
inspiring generation after generation to walk faithfully in the way of Christ.
May the Holy Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, under whose patronage this
Cathedral continues its sacred ministry, intercede for all the faithful and lead
them ever closer to her Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

%‘% Coriity
Your Shepherd in Christ,
Geevarghese Mar Coorilos

President : Malankara Orthodox Church Council of Bombay Vice President: Mission Board (Outside Kerala)
The Gregorian Community MGOCSM
Fellowship of Bishops in Bombay Visiting Bishop C.S. Ashram Thadagam, T.N.

Parimala Mar Gregorios Charitable Trust, Thalacode.
Bombay Orthodox Diocesan Council

Servant of the Cross

Human Empowerment Department
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MESSAGE FROM
Assistant

CCARA

Two lamps on the western Horizon,
There are lives that become part of the history because of the positions their bearers occupied.
There are other lives that become history because of the difference they made to the people whom
they encountered. Such are the lives of L.L. Alvares Mar Julius and L.L. Dr. Philipose Mar Theophi-
lus. Separated by generation, temperament and circumstances, these two shepherds, nevertheless
seem to speak to us with one voice. One stood amidst the struggles of nineteenth-century Goa,
defending his conscience. The other emerged in India and dedicated himself to theological educa-
tion, ecumenical dialogue, youth formation and the growth of the Church beyond its traditional
boundaries.

Before he became Alvares Mar Julius, he was Antonio Francisco Xavier Alvares, a son of Goa, born
in Verna in 1836. He was formed with in the Roman Catholic tradition and was ordained a priest
before the course of his life led him to the Malankara Orthodox Church. In 1889, he was consecrat-
ed as a bishop and took the name Alvares Mar Julius.

He was a priest, writer, journalist, patriot, missionary and social worker. He developed a particular
ministry among the poor, the abandoned and the sick. His charitable work in Goa was not merely
occasional; it became an integral part of his identity. He died in 1923, and his earthly journey
appeared to have ended. His resting place in Goa eventually became neglected and almost forgot-
ten. Years later, his grave was rediscovered, and efforts were made to restore due honour to his
memory. Eventually, in 1979, his remains were transferred to St. Mary's Orthodox Church at Riban-
dar. Dr. Philipose Mar Theophilus played a significant role in the restoration of his memory. A man
who spent his life remembering the forgotten was himself almost forgotten. The legacy of L.L.
Alvares Mar Julius tells us that the Church becomes truly Christ-like when it remembers those
whom the world has forgotten.

L.L. Dr. Philipose Mar Theophilus, born on 9 May 1911, was a man of scholarship, vision and
extraordinary breadth of engagement. He played a major role in the development of the modern
Orthodox Theological Seminary, where he served as principal and helped strengthening the theo-
logical education and academic formation.

He also became known for his involvement in the wider Christian world and represented the
Malankara Orthodox Church in ecumenical circles. He came to be remembered as an ambassador
of the Malankara Orthodox Church.

For Theophilus Thirumeni, dialogue did not mean abandoning one's identity. It meant sharing
one's identity with humility while learning to listen to others.

Theophilus Thirumeni's life suggests another possibility: “know who you are, know what you
believe, and still have the humility to listen”. One had planted another came and remembered the
planting. L.L. Alvares Mar Julius reminds us to have the courage to plant even when the ground is
difficult. L.L. Philipose Mar Theophilus reminds us to build institutions that will allow those seeds to
grow long after we are gone.

With prayers
Fr. Rijo Chacko
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Vicar, St Thomas Orthodox Church,
Chandanapally
Assistant Professor,
Catholicate College. Pathanamthitta
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A DREAM COME TRUE!

OUR ADJACENT LAND HAS BEEN ACQUIRED
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Master Aidon Mathen Binu (Roll No. 694)
S/o Mr. Binu Veliyil Mathew & Mrs. Siji P Varghese

MARSAN

Mr. Subin C. Varghese Mob : 35617678 Roll No : 3132

Charuviladakkal House, Chennithala, Valiyakulangara P.O.,
Mavelikara, Alappuzha Dist., Kerala - 690 104

Home Parish : St. Geroge Orthodox Church

Diocese : Niranam Prayer Group : Khamis-Sehla

Mrs. Jincy John Mob : 38103450 Roll No : 3133

Kandchinath House, Vazhamuttom, Omalloor
Pathanamthitta Dist., Kerala - 689 647

Home Parish : St. Mary’s Orthodox Church
Diocese : Chengannur Prayer Group : Muharraq

Mr. Thomas Mathew Mob : 35584074 Roll No : 3134

Valiyaparambil House, Cherukole, Kattoor P.O., Kozhencherry
Pathanamthitta Dist., Kerala - 689 650

Home Parish : St. Mary’s Orthodox Valiyapally

Diocese : Nilackal Prayer Group : Salmaniya

| ST. MAR



Saturday 3.10,17.24,31 6.15 PM
Wednesday 714,21,28 615 PM

|Thursdays ] |Afterevng prayer
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Cathedral Choir Practice on Monday's | 7.45PM - 9.30 PM
Divyabodhanam Mondays & Tuesday's 8.00 PM - 9.30 PM
Gavels Club 2nd & 4th Friday 12.30 PM - 2.00 PM
MGOCSM 1st, 3rd 5th Friday 12.30 PM - 2.00 PM
Martha Mariam Vanitha Samajam | Thursday's 6.00 PM - 7.00 PM
Medical Auxiliary Forum First Friday After Holy Qurbana
St. Dionysius Orthodox Fellowship | 15t & 3™ Wednesday 8.30 PM -10.00 PM
St. Joseph Orthodox Fellowship | Fourth Wednesday After Holy Qurbana

St. Paul's Suvisesha Sangham Sunday'’s 740 PM - 9.00 PM

St. Thomas Orthodox
Christian Youth Movement

Sunday School Friday's 10.30 AM-12.30 PM

Bra)REITAIlS b

Saturday’s 8.45 PM-10.00 PM

Mr. SHIBU KOSHY (49)
Former Cathedral Member
(Edavaka Reg. No. 4337)

Taken to Heavenly abode on : 19/09/2026
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MEETING

DATE & TIME AREA HOST & VENUE
Mr. Noble Valayil Jacob (Roll No. 1425)
02/10/2026
6:0/0 P/M Sh. Hamad - Gufool Mob : 39180350
Venue: Church 3rd Floor Hall
Mr. Shaiju Varghese Koshy (Roll No. 2552)
2%/3%5026 Church Area South Mob : 38987739
’ Venue: Theophilos Hall
02/10/2026 M Mr. Bibin K. Abraham (Roll No. 2326)
7:30 PM anama Mob : 38442659
Venue: Theophilos Hall
Mr. Githin Winsent (Roll No. 2382)
oA Muharraq Mob : 38844519
7:30 PM Venue: Flat 13, Bld No. 2166, Road 2832,
Block 228, Busaiteen
> Mr. Shibu M. John (Roll No. 2468)
- ;%230434026 Isa Town - Tubli Mob : 39444379
- ’ Venue: Theophilos Hall
":;s Mr. Jeemson Ponnan (Roll No. 2009) =
[e4lC202s Adliya - Um Al Hassam | Mob : 66628087 7
5 = 0:00 BM Venue: Cathedral Balcony
N Mr. Nebu Thomas (Roll No. 1664)
g 16/10/2026 Salmabad - Budaiya | Mob : 36459763
=] : Venue: Theophilos Hall
Mr. Venoy Varghese P. (Roll No. 1196)
;é;gop/s,c’% Segaya - Zinj Mob : 36330368
’ Venue: Theophilos Hall
16/10/2026 ) Mr. Anil Babu (Roll No. 2048) :".-K%
7:30 PM STETE — el Mob : 39901467 :
: 7
Venue: Villa 2613, Road 6261, Block 362, | =
Bilad Al Qadeem :

L —

EDITORIAL

CHIEF EDITOR
-

81

RICHI MATHEW JOSHUA

EDITOR




VO3 L) 2] B> §0 108 6800900
(1 6290110)4@ 9:6)

First session on Friday 23rd October 2026
At St. Mary’s Indian Orthodox Cathedral

\ Family Day on Friday 30th October 2026 1 ,
At Bahrain Keraleeya Samajam »




P ' In Loving Memory of Our Beloved Mother

Mrs. RACHEL JOHN
19" DEATH ANNIVERSARY

"%O@/m/a’éﬂy strength and my shield;
my hearl ludsts in Som.”
- Psalm 28:7

Forever cherished, forever remembered, forever loved.
By his grace, her love and beautiful memories continue
to live on in our hearts and through the generations.

(" John Varughese (Sunil), Latha, Sheryl & Joshua ). -
.’\




