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The Sacred Sources of the Resurrection

According to the belief of the Christian Church, Jesus Christ was begotten by
God the Father and was Incamate by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary Theotokos.
After the completion of His official ministry, He was crucified and buried, and was
resurrected on the third day according to the Scriptures and ascended into Heaven. And
He will return in glory to judge the living and the dead, at which time the Resurrection
of the dead bodies will take place. According to the Design of God, Christ was
crucified, pierced and died on the Cross. The Body was removed from the Cross, with
the permission of Pilate, after he was assured that Christ had died on the Cross. Joseph
of Arimathea and Nicodemus "wrapped it (body) in a linen shroud, and laid him in a
rock-hewn tomb, where no one had ever yet been laid," Luke 23:53. The tomb was
located outside of Jerusalem in a garden; it was Friday evening when Christ's Body was
buried in it, and subsequently the entrance to the tomb was closed by a large stone and
sealed. In order to assure no one would steal the Body and have His disciples claim that
He had risen from the dead, Pilate permitted Jewish authorities to station soldiers at the
door of the tomb to secure it.

The chronological orders of events of and around the Resurrection of Christ
have been preserved by the sacred writers. They did not try to prove the Resurrection
from a rational point of view, but simply recorded the events as they actually happened,
and reflecting their attitudes at the beginning, starting with Christ's arrest and
continuing to His ascension into Heaven. One of the most important facts of the
Resurrection is the tomb, which remains intact in Jerusalem today.

The empty tomb
The empty tomb is the unshakeable witness of the Resurrection of Christ. The

two men mentioned in the Gospels, Joseph and Nicodemus, rushed to remove the Body
from the Cross, after getting permission from Pilate, and prepared It for burial. Then
they sealed the entrance of the tomb with a large stone already prepared for this
purpose. Their rush to bury the Body was because it was late Friday afternoon, with
only a few hours remaining before the beginning of the Day of Preparation of the
Passover of the Jewish people, with its period of rest from work lasting to the dawn of
Sunday, according to the Jewish Law. The women of Galilee followed them and saw
where they buried the Body of Christ. At dawn of Sunday the women returned to the
tomb, taking with them spices they had prepared for anointing Christ's Body. On their
way to the tomb they wondered how they would roll back the stone from the entrance,
for it was very large. On arriving at the tomb, they were amazed to see the stone
already had been rolled back. They entered the tomb and saw a young man sitting on
the right side, dressed in a white robe. The young man asked them why they were§
seeking Jesus of Nazareth, for He had risen, and is not there.

The women left the tomb in terror and great joy, and ran to tell the disciples.
However, the disciples did not believe them, and thought it was nonsense. But Peter
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and another disciple arose and ran to the tomb. The other disciple had run ahead of
Peter and stood outside the tomb, He saw the linen cloth, but did not enter. When Peter
arrived, he entered the tomb and saw the linen cloth. He saw that the handkerchief
which had been laid over His head and face was not lying with the cloth, but folded in a
place by itself. The other disciple then entered the tomb behind Peter. At this point the
disciples had not fully understood the Scriptural prophecy that Christ must rise from the
dead. Therefore, they returned to their home, wondering to themselves what had come
to pass.

The appearances

Mary Magdalene returned to the tomb weeping and saw two angels where the
Body of Christ had lain. They asked her why she was weeping, and she told them
because someone had taken her Lord away. She turned to leave the tomb and heard
someone else ask why she was weeping. She thought that it was the gardener, and
asked if he knew where they had laid Him. It was Jesus Himself, and He called her by
name: "Mary!" When she turned to see Him, Mary cried out, "Master!" Jesus told her
not to touch Him, for He had not yet ascended to His Father. Mary Magdalene rushed
to tell the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and repeated what He had told her.

That very day, Sunday evening, two of Christ's disciples were on the road to Emmaus,
talking of these things on the way. Suddenly, there appeared beside them, Christ, the
unrecognized, Who asked them what they were discussing. He told them that according
to Moses and the Prophets Christ had to suffer these things before entering into His
glory. The two disciples invited Christ to stay at their house in Emmaus. On arriving,
they sat down to eat, and Christ took bread, blessed it, broke it and gave it to them as
He had always done. Their eyes were opened and they recognized Him, and He then
vanished from their side.

In astonishment, they described to each other, how their hearts had burned within them
as Christ spoke to them. In great excitement they left immediately for Jerusalem, where
they found the 11 Apostles (Thomas not being there) in an upper room, and told them
that Christ had risen indeed, and related to them the details of Christ's appearance. Even
then, the Apostles did not really believe that Christ had risen. While they were talking
about these things late that same day, Christ appeared and stood in their midst, offering
peace unto them. Christ asked the Apostles why they were disturbed and why they had
doubts, showing them His hands and His side where the spear had pierced Him. He
then asked them for something to eat, and they brought Him fish. He blessed them
again and told them to receive the Holy Spirit.

The following Sunday, Thomas, who was not present the previous Sunday, and did no
believe that Christ had risen was present with the other Apostles when Christ
reappeared to them. He asked Thomas to put his finger in the wounds in His hands an
on His side. Thomas immediately recognized Him and said, "My Lord and my God!"
Christ said to him that he was blessed because he saw and believed, but more blessed
are they who do not see, yet believe.
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The Sacred Sources of the Resurrection

Christ appeared to the Apostles and other disciples on a number of occasions, including
at the Sea of Galilee while some were fishing, but had not caught any fish. Christ,
appearing for the third time, said to them to place their net back into the sea, and, on so
doing, they caught many fish. Christ then directed the 11 Apostles to a mountain in
Galilee, where he told them that all power and authority had been given to Him. He
then commissioned them to go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Holy Trinity.

After His last instruction to His Apostles, Christ led them to Bethany for His blessing.
As He was blessing them, He departed from their midst as a cloud took Him out of their
sight, ascending into Heaven. There then appeared to the astonished Apostles two men
who asked them why they were standing there looking up to Heaven, and who assured
them that this Jesus Who had been taken from them into Heaven would come again in
the same manner. The Apostles returned to Jerusalem with great joy, blessing God
continuously.

Following are references from the Gospels on the Resurrection of Christ which one
should read for spiritual uplifting: Matthew 28:1-20; Mark 16:1-20; Luke 24:1-53; John
20:1-20; 21: 1-23; Acts 1:9-12.

Conclusion

The Resurrection of Christ inaugurates the Messianic era, the new creation. The
Apostles are able to go forth and proclaim in Christ "the resurrection of the dead, by
being the first to rise from the dead; He is the beginning." In Christ the Resurrection,
which belongs to the ages to come, has begun; He is now the resurrection of life. The
link between the Resurrection of Christ and the future resurrection of those who believe
in Him is strongly emphasized: "For if we have been united with him in a death like
His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His . ... If the Spirit of
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through the Spirit which dwells in you",
Romans 6:5; 8:11.
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